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As an illustration, it may be suggested that if there is no with-
drawal of over-age stock and the additions to stock are carried
out as planned at present, the carriage-park at the end of the Second
Five-Year Plan would be nearly 50 per cent higher than at the
beginning of the plan and the proportion of over-age carriages
in the total stock will be only around a fourth—still significantly
lower than in most countries in Europe. But the demand for pas-
senger travel is estimated to rise by no more than 15 per cent so
that the scope for completely eliminating over-crowding or slow-
ing down the programme of addition to the present park is con-
siderable. In view of the shortage of investment resources, it would
seem to be desirable to reduce the expansion of the rolling stock,
and thus save on investments, rather than strive for a complete
elimination of over-crowding.
The freight wagon park is planned to expand by a third, where-
as the Mghest estimate places the increase in freight traffic in terms
of tons-originating at around a half. The expansion of the
wagon park at a rate lower than that of the freight traffic would
imply that the operational efficiency of the wagons would
have to be raised by about 15 per cent. If the programme
of replacement of old stock is slowed down as suggested
above, then the increase in efficiency needed to cope with
the higher traffic would be less than 10 per cent. If the lower
estimate of additional demand for freight traffic were to materia-
lize, it would in fact lead to some excess wagon capacity at the
present rate of utilization.
In the light of the above, it is indeed surprising to read in the
plan that :
"With the resources so far allocated for railway develop-
ment, the railways may not be in a position to carry all this
traffic and that the facilities provided by them may fall short
of requirements by about 10 per cent in respect of rolling stock
and by about 5 per cent in respect of line capacity."14
14 Second Five-Year Plan* p. 464. During 1957, the upward revisions in railway
avocations were so frequent that the Commerce complained that it was
"hopelessly difficult to keep track of the changes in the plan for railways"
(October 12, 1957); also see the article "Contradictions in the Revised
Railway Plan" in Capital (October 17. 1957).

